There was a commendation letter written to the editor in the 11 February Ada, Evening News concerning the AVON, Cancer Fund Raiser. The American Cancer Society fundraisers are also scheduled in the next few months. There is probably not better time than now to address the concerns. Before I get to the core of this communication, I do want to commend every person in Ada who is and has promoted cancer related fundraisers. At least they are demonstrating that they are good citizens and neighbors by doing something, where most don’t and won’t. We have trusted many institutions that have disappointed us. We must realize that not all people in leadership positions go to Sunday school. I trust the intent and motives of the promoters were in good faith. We are a giving and helping community. That generosity should not change. However, it is time to get educated, study the facts, and reevaluate how we will fight this serious, growing epidemic and silent killer called cancer. I have lost several relatives to this killer, and it is past time for it to stop. The Politics is much more complicated than the disease itself.  





Here goes the popularity poll. I was hoping the revolution would start without me….but cancer does not just happen, and it is not just based on genetics. Genetics has not changed that much in the last one hundred years. The rate of cancer has gone from approximately 1 in 1,000 in the late 1800’s to 1 in 2 men, and 1 in 3 women. Some rare childhood cancers are up over 400% in the last 3 years. We lose more Americans to cancer each year than what we have lost in the last 100 years of wars. Over 500,000 people in America die from cancer each year. At the current growth rate, essentially everyone in America is expected to contract some form of cancer by the year 2030. If this not an epidemic, I do not know what is. Yes, we must do something. We should not do something that causes us to continue in our paradox, by prolonging the cure, or better yet prevention of cancer. It is time that we quite funding chemotherapy companies, and research companies, especially those that are not predominately owned or controlled by Americans. I have problems with business men from other countries dictating what my medical treatment or healthcare system will provide. Well-intentioned American physician’s hands are tied. Allowable treatment is dictated to them by insurance companies, and agencies. There is safety in this, but there are also, dangers of compromise in the standard of care.    





The cosmetic industry was given exemption to put known toxins and carcinogens in their products in 1936. There have been several attempts to change this insane practice. Congress has refused to change the laws, and failed us in the arena of public safety, essentially stating that it is buyer beware. Why? Because more profit can be made by using cheap chemicals than safe more expensive ones. The cancer epidemic will soon become a Nations Security Issue. There is not country on the face of the earth that can afford society that has more people in cancer beds that taking care of them. 





I obtained a study from the U.S. Government, via the assistance from Congressman Wes Watkins and the Freedom of Information Act. In short, governmental agencies are reported to Congress that 125 toxins and carcinogens were found in cosmetic products. Many more of the chemicals identified cause birth defects. Eighty – five percent of the industry refused to participate in the survey. Wonder why? 





In addition, Cancer is one of the biggest businesses in the world, and the American Cancer Society us the largest non- religious charity in the world, with assets in excess of $700,000. They are accused of hoarding money, mismanaging funds, and in short using it’s monetary muscle to attack the National Cancer Act, which prolongs the relief from cancer. On the same token, I do not think that I want to support by works, or donate money or resources to members or an industry that potentially may be causing the disease that it is raising money to cure. 





As the Oklahoma Local Area Office Director for the Cancer Prevention Coalition, I will do my part by boycotting all cosmetic industries that cannot and will not prove and offer evidence that their products do not contain substances that are known carcinogens, toxins, known reproductive hazards, any other diseases or their reactants. In addition, I intend to boycott the American Cancer Society until they provide the majority of their assets to the intended use, with at least 50% going towards prevention of cancer research. To do it any other way would be prolonging cancer in our society, and financing one of the root problems, potential greed. 














Dan Langston, IH, HEM    


